TO
THE HONORABLE HUBERT C. LAMBERT
STATE ENGINEER

OF
THE STATE OF UTAH

fransmitted herewith is the Water Comsissionar's
noport for the Waters of the Parowan anoy systu
o for the year 1969 - , ,

Norman H. Day
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Parowan Valley is located in the Northern part of Iron County, Little
Salt Lake occupies the lowest part of the valley, elevation around 5500 ft.
Brian Head Peak, elevation 11,229 ft. is the highest point on the Markagunt
Plateau, which is on the South and East of the valley. Most of the. pump wells
are within a area about 20 miles long and 4 miles deep, roughly parallel t6

the Little Salt Lake.

The Markagunt Plateau, provides most of the water, both surface and
underground that feeds into the Parowan Valley. The center of the valley
is supplied with surface water from Parowan Main Canyon and its tributafies,
in the summer months water store:! in'Yank'e“Hedeqa_ngngqir, uiggwgwgggggify
of 1100 acre.feet, and Robinson Reservoir are released to supplement streams:v
Water stored in the QQOP.Valley whiph is between Yankee Meadows and Paragonah
Reservoir are released through a man made tunnel and are used on the Adams
Ranch in the valley. Red Creek (Pg;;éoqahﬂﬁeaqrtoir) stores up to 761 acre
feet of water, it too is released in the summer to aupplgﬁent stream flow.
Summit Creek provides surface water for fields north of Summit, on the
south west end of the valley., Run off from snow pack, and some heavy storms

enter Little Salt Lake from the Fremont Wash in the north east end of the

Valley, but little if any surface irrigating is done with this water,

In January, 1967, Mr. Hubert C. Lamberf, State Enéineer for Utah
sent an order to each landowner who used underground water pumped from
wells on five (5) or more acres of land, instructing the land owner to
equip his well with a totalizing meter that would record the amount of

water used on his land during an irrigation season.




The Parowan Valley Pumpers Group investigated several mekes of meters,
then called for bids. They accepted a bid for a meter manufactured by the
Rockyell Company, they installed meters on most of the pumps in the valley.
Some meters failed very soon, the crmpany was notified, and they sent men to
diagnose the trouble, they felt that it was a sand problem in the bearings

and changes were made in all of the meters to correct this.

Seven readings have been made this summer, and each time around the
valley 7 to 10 meters have been out of order. Some were carry over's from
the previous trip. The policy has been to notify the owner of a broken
meter, and if not fixed the next month, a letter has gone out: from the Area

Engineer's Office. But in some instances meters have,been out of ordervmost

L Tt

of the summer, and are still out. Also ssvaral idle wells have been started

for the first time since the meter order, these were pumped with out meters.

It has taken too long to get the meters back in uorging order, this
makes for inaccurate records, wasted trips, and distorts the true picture
of water withdrawals, and what use is being made of the water. I feel that
the Rockwell Company should be approached, to see if they won't put a stock
of parts here with their repairman on a pay-as-you-use basis, since most

of the meters were manufactured by them, and excessive failures.

The past years budget has been generally adequate, but more wells
to read next year will have to be taken into consideration. Purchase.of
a calculator should be made if meter reading is to be a continuing thing.
The slide rule is only accurate to about 3 places, and some of the figures
in this report delt in millions of gallons. With no decimal places on
a slide rule mistakes of 10, 100, or 1000, are easy to make. A inexpensive
stop watch should be obtained for reading gallons per minute of flow, there

has been several 1nstances where this information .could be used this past

year.
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